
                                                    The Livesay Cemetery 

        Judy Naff who lives near Rocky Mount, Franklin County, Virginia, sent an e-mail on 

September 7, 2016, asking me to call her. She explained that some initials had been 

identified on two grave stones in a cemetery on her parent’s property and she wondered 

if I might know who they represented. She found my e-mail address through a Livesay 

family website, and we are so very happy that she did. She sent me photographs of the 

cemetery and of two grave stones, one with the initials “T L” and another with the initials 

“M L.” Over the next several weeks I learned that the land once owned by her parents 

was being divided among her siblings, and that one of her goals is to make sure that the 

cemetery site would always be designated as such, and preserved. Her mother had 

always referred to it as the Livesay Cemetery when she took her for walks in the woods 

as a child. The surveyor had noted that there were initials on two stones as she, her son 

DeWayne and the surveyor determined the boundaries of the cemetery, using divining 

rods and the position of the other unmarked stones which are found there. This was the 

first time Judy was aware of initials on the stones and then discovered more was 

inscribed on the gravestones. Judy and her family used wooden rails from an old 

vineyard to help define the area, and she also did some research at the Franklin County 

Historical Society at Rocky Mount before she contacted me. 

      On September 25, Doyle “John” Livasy and I visited the Naff family. Judy, her 

husband Donnie, son DeWayne and his wife Becky were so welcoming and took us to 

the cemetery on ATV’s. We eventually had to resort to the use of shaving cream to 

define the inscriptions, after attempting different methods such as lighting and charcoal 

rubbing on fabric and paper.  She believes a tree once fell on the gravestone marked 

with the initials “T L,” breaking it in half. Judy repaired it using epoxy glue and placed 

rebar on both sides to hold it upright. She showed us how to use divining rods and I 

have no doubt that these indicated several graves. 

      Judy provided a copy of “Court Order Book, Thursday the 23rd Day of March 1820, 

Quarterly Court Continued and held at Pittsylvania Court House.” It appears to have 

handwritten notations made by James J. Livesay in the subsequent pages, and has the 

Livesay Historical Society stamp. This lists the heirs of Thomas Young and those of his 

deceased wife the Widow Young, and indicates the portion each heir is to receive after 

the sale of 107 acres at the Gap in Smith Mountain. 

      Judy provided a copy from Franklin County, Virginia, Deed Book 96, page 496, 

dated May 2, 1941, which mentions in the land description the phrase “to a stake at the 

old Levisy graveyard.” 

We have interpreted the grave stone with “T L” to be that of Thomas Livasy, Sr., and 

that he died October (unreadable day) 1796, with the initials and title    T + L Sn 

We have been unable to determine any other data from the grave stone marked “M L” 

other than the word      the           , with the initials M + L but most likely this is the 

gravesite of Margaret (Stones) Livesay Young, the wife of Thomas Livesay, Sr. 



The following written evidence submitted over the years from members of the Livesay 

Historical Society has convinced me that these two are buried in the Livesay cemetery, 

Grassy Hill area, north of Rocky Mount, Franklin County, Virginia. 

------ 

The Livesay Family, A Collection of Articles As Published in the Livesay Bulletin From 

1958-1994, Edited by Janet Koladay,  published by The Livesay Historical Society, June 

1996, p 182.  

The Children of Thomas Livesay, Sr., An address delivered by Arkie Livesay Seal at the 

annual meeting of the Livesay Family Association held in Kingsport, Tennessee in 

August,1965. “Thomas and Margaret Livesay, early settlers of the Franklin County area 

of Southwest Virginia and the ancestors of most of those who have taken an active part 

in the Livesay Family Association were the parents of nine children known to the 

Association…The home of these Livesays is found in the Blackwater River area…In 

1828 the case of the widow Young involving the heirs of Thomas Livesay, Sr. names 

seven children…” [Pittsylvania County VA, Court Order Book 21, p 117.] 

----- 

 "The Thomas Livesay, Jr. Family of Greenbrier County, West Virginia" by Virginia 
Livesay Graves (no date of publication) (This book contains about 318 pages)  
 
[Re: Livesays] 
p.9 
"We find them along the Blackwater River...We find their home sites being built on the 
Blackwater River. We find that Thomas Livesay with others formed a company, 
probably about seven in the company. They made an agreement with Samuel Hairston 
for a piece of mining property on Grassy Hill, a short distance out of Rocky Mount, Va., 
to operate this mining property for 20 years and put up a bond for 10,000 pounds of 
good English money. They operated this mine until about 1808. The entire family seems 
to have been bound down by this agreement until that time. This was after the death of 
Thomas. We find the family breaking up and moving out into counties and lands to the 
west. 
p. 10  
“Thomas Livesay 1 
Thomas Livesay died October 6, 1797. 
…Among the larger Transaction was the acquisition on April 27, 1782, of 507 acres in 
Franklin County, Virginia, on the north side of Grassy Hill on the Blackwater River. Part 
was purchased by Thomas, and part of the tract was granted to him by the government, 
probably for assistance given the Revolutionary War cause. 
…Another important purchase made by Thomas Livesay was 107 acres bought jointly 
by Thomas, Robert Carter, and William Young on May, 1785, was located at the Gap in 
Smith Mountain. This transaction was entered into by the three men for some 
commercial venture, probably a mining enterprise. Its importance developed some 35 
years later when, a settlement names seven of the nine children of Thomas Livesay, 



proving their relationship to this ancestor. The settlement is found in the records of 
Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 
…A most significant transaction centered around 50 acres of land purchased in 1787 by 
Thomas Livesay and John Holliday, of Gloucester County, Virginia, in Franklin County, 
from Samuel Hairston. Copper had been discovered on Hairston’s land and the two 
men had formed a Livesay-Holliday Company and entered into a 21 year agreement 
with Hairston to mine the copper and share the profits. 
 
------- 
 
The Livesay Family - A Collection of Articles as Published in The Livesay Bulletin From 
1958-1994, published by the Livesay Historical Society, June 1996, p. 230. 
This is from a "timeline for Thomas Livesay" compiled in 1990 by Betty McCarthy  
 
“1730 Thomas Livesay born to Thomas Livesay and Alice Marsden [in England] 
1749 Thomas Livesay marries Margaret Stones [in England] 
            [Several more dates listed for births of children, etc.] 
1787 - 107 acres joint purchase of Thos. Livesay, Robert Carter, William Young at Gap  
            in Smith Mountain 
        -  50 acres Franklin Co. Thos. Livesay and Samuel Hairston (Copper mine - The   
            Livesay-Holiday & Company) 
        -  Tax list 900 acres Franklin Co., VA 
1797 - (about) Death of Thomas Livesay” 
 
------- 
 
From a letter written November 4, 1992 by James J. Livesay (Founder of the Livesay 
Historical Society) in response to my letters of September 19, and October 26, 1992. 
 
"Back to Franklin County [VA]: It's not often that a person get to drive through land that 
belonged to the person who probably was his great great great great great great great 
grandfather. In fact, John, [in reference to my husband] he may be buried somewhere 
on that land. We had a copy of the Franklin County, Virginia, Settlement Map....By 
referring to the map we located what we feel was the land own by the Thomas Livesay 
family. A landmark is, we believe, a roadside park where the Blackwater River crosses 
the highway north of Rocky Mount." 
 
"I should mention that the Franklin County Tax list for 1786 has one entry that is 
potentially confusing. George, John, Peter and Thomas (Thomas Jr, had gone back to 
Greenbrier County [now WV]) are the sons and the father. There was no son named 
Holliday Livesay, however. That was a listing of a mining business and property owned 
jointly by Thomas Livesay and his partner in the Livesay-Holiday Company. They were 
owners of a copper mining venture. Thomas owned mining property outright and then 
had shares in other mining ventures." 
 
---------- 



 
From Virginia Smith, e-mail September 19, 2016 

“Just checked the family tree and found 

Thomas Livesay (A1) birthdate 3 Feb. 1730      death date 1797 no month recorded 

Margaret Stones        birthdate 9 Sept 1733 

Yes, Margaret Livesay did marry a Young. The only place it was mentioned was in the 

papers concerning the settlement of the Thomas Livesay copper mine sale.” 

------- 

Please see photographs taken at the Livesay Cemetery by Judy Naff and myself, as 

well as a portion of the A Settlement Map of Franklin County Virginia published January 

1, 1976, by the Franklin County Historical Society.  

John and I cannot thank Judy Naff and her family enough for their efforts to preserve 

this important resting place of the immigrant ancestors of so many Livesay 

descendants. Because of her initiative and desire to identify those buried here, another 

piece of the Livesay family puzzle has been solved! 

Donna K. Livasy, Conway, SC 10/2016 

  

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 


